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country) after the family name of the ruling chief. The
State was given to a former Tondiman as a reward for
faithful services to the British during the military operations
against the French, Haidar Ali, and the poligars or feudal
chiefs of Madura and Tinnevelly, in the eighteenth century.
Copper coins called Amman kasu (goddess cash) are still
current within the State, and their greatest circulation is
during the Navaratri or Dusserah festival, when they are
distributed along with a dole of rice.
The Banganapalle State (255 square miles) is situated
on the Deccan table-land within the Kurnool district, A
title-deed, dated 1761, records that the Nizam appointed
a certain Muhammadan as Kiladar (commandant) and
Faujdar (magistrate) of Banganapalle. When the Nizam
handed over the Ceded Districts, including Kurnool, to the
British in iSoo, the control was transferred to the British
Government. In 1871, the Muhammadan head of the State
received the hereditary title of Nawab.
The Sandur State (161 square miles), which is bounded
by the Bellary district and a corner of Mysore, is situated
in a valley shut in between two ranges of hills. The
sanitarium of Ramandrug, called after a celebrated poligar
or feudal chief named Komara Rama, is situated on a
plateau 3256 feet above the sea. The State was originally
feudatory to the Marathas, and was handed over to an
ancestor of the present Maratha Raja by a sanad or deed
of grant. The family name -of the Rajas, Ghorpade, is
connected with a legend, according to which one of
them scaled a precipitous fort by clinging to a big lizard
(ghorpade), which was crawling up it.
The Mysore State, which has been described as a rocky
triangle, is situated on a table-land or plateau, where the
eastern and western ghats converge towards the Nilgiri
hills. It is surrounded by the Madras Presidency except
in parts of the west and north, where Coorg and the